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CONSTITUTION 


OF  THE 


DREW  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 


ARTICLE  I. 

OBJECT  AND  DESIGN. 

Section  l.  It  is  the  design  ot  this  Seminary  to  furnish 
instruction  in  Theology,  in  the  widest  sense  of  the  word, 
and  in  the  sciences  subsidiary  thereto,  and  especially  in 
the  Doctrines  and  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  with  a  view  to  the  training  ot  the  students  to  be 
Preachers  of  the  Gospel  and  Pastors  in  the  Church. 

ARTICLE  II. 

TRUSTEES  AND  VISITORS. 

Section  i.  Every  member  ot  the  Board  of  Trustees,  on 
entering  upon  office,  and  after  each  re-election,  shall  make 
and  subscribe  the  following  declaration  in  the  presence  of 
the  Board,  viz.: 


4 


DREW  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 


“  I  hereby  solemnly  promise  to  obey  and  maintain  the 
Constitution  of  the  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  as  a 
School  of  Theology  in  accordance  with  the  Doctrines 
and  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so 
long  as  I  shall  continue  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees.” 

Sec.  2.  Any  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  may  appoint,  annually,  two  visitors  to  in¬ 
spect  the  Seminary  and  to  attend  the  annual  examina¬ 
tions. 

APPOINTMENT  AND  REMOVAL  OF  PRESIDENT,  PROFESSORS,  AND 

TEACHERS. 

Sf.c.  3.  ddie  Board  shall  appoint  the  President,  Profes¬ 
sors,  Teachers,  and  other  officers  of  the  Seminary,  and 
shall  have  power  to  remove  any  of  them  from  office  or 
employment  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Board,  the 
interests  of  the  Seminary  so  require. 


QUORUM. 

Sec.  4.  Nine  members  of  the  Board  shall  constitute  a 
quorum  tor  all  ordinary  business  of  the  Board,  but  the 
election  or  removal  of  Professors  shall  require  an  affirma¬ 
tive  vote  of  not  less  than  seven  members  of  the  Board. 


OFFICERS. 

Sf.c.  y  The  Board  shall  annually  elect,  from  its  own  num¬ 
ber,  a  President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer, 
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who  shall  serve  until  their  successors  are  elected.  The 
Treasurer  shall  give  bonds,  with  satisfactory  sureties,  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties;  and  the  duties  of 
all  these  officers  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  By-Laws. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Sec.  6.  The  Board  shall  annually  elect  from  its  own 
members  four  persons,  who,  with  the  President  of  the  Fac¬ 
ulty,  shall  constitute  the  Executive  Committee,  which  Com¬ 
mittee  shall  have  power,  during  the  intervals  between  the 
sessions  of  the  Board,  to  transact  all  business  which  the 
Board  shall  direct  at  any  meeting  thereof;  and  correct 
minutes  of  its  proceedings  shall  be  kept  and  laid  before 
the  Board  at  each  regular  meeting  thereof,  for  inspection 
and  approval. 


FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

Sec.  7 .  There  shall  be  annually  appointed  four  members 
of  the  Board,  who,  together  with  the  President  of  the  Board, 
shall  constitute  the  Standing  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
whose  care  and  management  shall  be  entrusted  the  funds 
of  the  corporation,  the  auditing  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Treasurer,  the  fixing  and  changing  from  time  to  time  of 
the  official  bonds  of  the  Treasurer,  and  the  proper  in¬ 
vestment  or  appropriation  of  the  moneys  and  revenues  of 
the  Corporation,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees;  and  no  investments  or  securities  shall  be 
changed  by  the  Treasurer  without  the  consent  of  all  the 
members  of  this  Committee,  first  obtained  by  resolution 


6 


DREW  THEOLOGICAL  SEMINARY. 


adopted  at  a  regular  or  special  meeting  thereof ;  and 
minutes  ot  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Finance  Committee 
shall  be  kept  and  submitted  to  the  stated  meetings  ot  the 
Board  ot  Trustees,  tor  approval. 

SPECIAL  COMMITTEES. 

Section  l.  The  Board  ot  Trustees  may,  trom  time  to 
time,  by  resolution,  order  Special  Committees  tor  any 
specified  purpose,  and  all  Special  Committees  shall,  unless 
otherwise  ordered,  be  appointed  by  the  President  ot  the 
Board.  . 

ARTICLE  III. 

POWERS  AND  DUTIES. 

Section  i.  All  elections  shall  be  by  ballot,  unless  the 
ballot  be  dispensed  with  by  a  vote  ot  two-thirds  ot  the 
members  present. 

Sec.  2.  No  Degree  shall  be  conterred  by  the  Board 
except  upon  recommendation  ot  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  shall  hold  a  Stated  meeting  once 
in  each  year,  on  the  day  before  the  Annual  Commencement 
ot  the  Seminary,  and  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  President  ot  the  Board,  the  President  ot  the  Faculty, 
or  by  the  Executive  Committee. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OF  THE  FACULTY  AND  SEMINARY  OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  The  Faculty  shall  consist  of  the  President 
of  the  Seminary  and  ot  all  the  regular  Professors. 
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Sec.  2.  Adjunct  Professors,  Lecturers,  and  Tutors  may 
be  appointed  by  the  Board  when  necessary. 

Sec.  3.  The  Library  ot  the  Seminary  shall  be  placed 
in  charge  of  a  Librarian,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Board, 
and  who  may  or  may  not  be  a  professor,  lecturer,  or 
tutor.  He  shall  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Faculty 
and  be  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  Library. 

Sec.  4.  All  officers  engaged  as  regular  professors, 
adjunct  professors,  or  tutors,  shall  be  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and  should  any  such 
officer  cease  to  be  a  member  of  said  Church,  he  shall  no 
longer  be  an  officer  of  the  Seminary,  and  a  vacancy  shall 
be  considered  to  have  occurred  in  such  office  as  fully  and 
to  the  same  effect  as  if  such  vacancy  had  occurred  by  the 
death  or  resignation  of  such  officer. 

Sec.  3.  As  the  object  of  the  Seminary  is  to  train  men 
for  the  “Preaching  of  the  Gospel,”  it  is  required  of  all 
professors  and  tutors,  both  by  their  instructions  and  their 
personal  example,  to  aid  the  students  to  form  habits  of 
ready  and  effective  expression  extempore ,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  use  of  written  discourses. 

Sec.  6.  Every  member  of  the  Faculty,  on  entering 
upon  his  office,  and  once  a  year  thereafter,  shall  make 
and  subscribe  the  following  declaration,  in  presence  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees: 

“  I  hereby  solemnly  promise  to  obey  and  maintain  the 
Constitution  of  the  Drew  Theological  Seminary  as  a 
school  of  Theology  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  I  will 
not  teach  anything  inconsistent  with  or  subversive  of  said 
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doctrines  and  discipline  so  long  as  I  shall  continue  to 
hold  office  in  the  said  Seminary.” 

Sec.  7 .  A  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at  all 
meetings  of  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  8.  The  Faculty  shall  have  power  to  make  their 
own  by-laws  and  to  frame  and  administer  laws  for  the 
instruction  and  government  of  the  students,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 

They  shall  make  an  annual  report  of  the  state  of  the 
Seminary  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  shall  further 
report  to  the  Board  and  Executive  Committee  whenever 
and  on  whatever  topics  may  be  demanded  by  these 
bodies. 

Sec.  y.  A  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  the  Faculty 
shall  be  required  to  recommend  degrees  to  be  conferred 
upon  students  after  examination,  or  to  recommend 
honorary  degrees. 

Sec.  io.  Any  member  of  the  Faculty  desiring  to  resign 
shall  give  at  least  three  months’  notice  thereof  to  the 
Executive  Committee:  but  the  Board  may,  in  its  discre¬ 
tion,  accept  a  resignation  upon  a  shorter  notice. 

Sec.  ii.  No  Professor  or  Seminary  Officer  shall  be 
absent  during  term  time  without  permission  of  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Committee. 


ARTICLE  V. 

OF  STUDENTS  AND  INSTRUCTION. 

Section  i  .  Applicants  for  admission  as  regular  students, 
who  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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must  bring  a  certificate  of  local  preacher’s  license,  or  a 
recommendation  either  from  a  quarterly  conference  or 
leader’s  meeting,  certifying  that  the  applicant  is  a  proper 
person,  as  to  moral  and  Christian  character,  to  enjoy  the 
advantages  of  the  Seminary. 

Members  of  other  Churches  must  bring  satisfactory 
written  recommendations  from  ministers  of  the  Church  to 
which  they  belong. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  two  courses  of  instruction- 
the  Regular  and  the  Partial — which  shall  include,  sever¬ 
ally,  such  studies  as  the  Faculty  shall  prescribe,  subject 
annually  to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Trustees;  and 
candidates  for  admission  to  the  Regular  course  must  pro¬ 
duce  the  diploma  of  A.  B.  from  a  College  or  University,  or 
must  pass  an  examination  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty,  in 
classical  and  general  literature  and  science;  and  candidates 
for  admission  to  the  Partial  course  must  pass  an  examina¬ 
tion  satisfactory  to  the  Faculty,  in  the  ordinary  branches 
of  English  education. 

Sec.  3.  The  regular  course  shall  embrace  three  full 
years,  to  be  called  junior,  middle,  and  senior. 

The  Partial  course  shall  cover  one  or  more  years,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  age,  proficiency,  and  wants  of  the  student, 
under  the  judgment  of  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  4.  Every  student,  after  examination  and  before 
matriculation,  shall  make  and  subscribe  the  following 
declaration  in  presence  of  the  Faculty: 

“  I  hereby  solemnly  promise  to  obey  all  the  laws  of 
the  Drew  Theological  Seminary,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Trustees  and  Faculty;  and  to  apply  myself  diligently. 
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and  in  the  fear  of  God,  to  my  studies,  so  long  as  I  re¬ 
main  a  student  in  said  Seminary. 

Sec.  7.  Students  may  be  admitted  into  either  one  of 
the  classes,  provided  they  shall  be  found  qualified  by  the 
Faculty  on  actual  examination. 

Students  from  other  Theological  Seminaries,  dismissed 
in  good  standing,  may  be  admitted  into  this  Seminary 
ad  eundem. 

Sec.  6.  No  society  or  association  shall  be  formed  by 
or  among  the  students  while  belonging  to  the  Seminary, 
without  the  permission  of  the  Faculty. 

Sec.  7.  Students  who  complete  the  regular  course  of 
three  years,  may,  after  a  satisfactory  examination,  receive 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Divinity. 

Partial  course  students,  on  leaving  the  Seminary,  may 
receive  such  diploma  of  proficiency  as  the  Facidty  shall 
deem  them  entitled  to. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

OF  PROFESSORSHIPS,  SCHOLARSHIPS,  AND  LIBRARY  ALCOVES. 

Section  1.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pay  into 
the  treasury,  or  bequeath  by  will,  the  sum  of  thirty  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  or  more,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  Pro¬ 
fessorship,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  naming  such  Pro¬ 
fessorship;  which  name  shall  not  be  altered  thereafter. 

Sec.  2.  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pay  into  the 
treasury,  or  bequeath  by  will,  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars  or  more,  for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  Scholar- 
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ship,  shall  have  the  privilege,  not  only  ol  naming  such  a 
Scholarship,  but  also  of  nominating,  during  his  or  their 
lifetime,  the  beneficiaries  who  are  to  be  placed  upon  said 
foundation,  who  shall  receive  board  as  well  as  instruction 
gratuitously. 

Sec.  \  Any  person  or  persons  who  shall  pay  into  the 
treasury,  or  bequeath  by  will,  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  shall  have  the  right  of  naming  an  alcove  in  the 
Library,  to  be  occupied  by  books  purchased  with  the 
money  so  given  or  bequeathed. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  CHANGES  IN  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Section  i.  The  Board  of  i  rustees  may,  at  any  stated 
meeting,  or  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  the  purpose, 
make  amendments  to  this  Constitution,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Charter;  provided  that  such  amendment  or 
amendments  shall  have  been  proposed  at  a  previous 
meeting,  and  shall  be  passed  by  an  affirmative  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Board. 
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OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  TRUSTEES. 


Section  l.  The  President,  or  in  his  absence,  the  Vice- 
President,  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  ot  the  Board;  and 
in  case  both  are  absent,  a  President  pro  tern,  shall  be 
chosen. 

Sec.  2.  The  Secretary  shall  be  the  custodian  ot  all 
records  and  papers  ot  the  Board,  and  ot  the  common  Seal 
of  the  Corporation,  and  shall  keep  minutes  ot  all  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Board,  which  after  approval  shall  be  tran¬ 
scribed  in  a  permanent  record.  He  shall  also  give  due 
notice  to  the  members  of  the  Board  ot  all  meetings  there¬ 
of,  and  shall  do  all  other  things  properly  pertaining  to  his 
office  as  Secretary. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  execute  and  deliver  to  the 
Board  of  Trustees  such  bonds  as  shall  be  required  by 
the  Finance  Committee,  at  no  time  for  less  amount  than 
the  amount  of  funds  or  securities  in  his  possession,  and 
shall  receive,  pay  out,  or  invest  all  moneys  belonging  or 
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accruing  to  the  corporation,  as  the  Board  of  Trustees  or 
the  Finance  Committee  shall  direct. 

His  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  a  committee  (pre¬ 
viously  appointed)  at  each  stated  meeting  of  the  Board. 

He  shall  give  all  statements  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
treasury  that  may  be  desired  by  the  Board  of  Trustees 
or  the  Executive  or  Finance  Committee  at  any  time. 

Sec.  _p  All  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  shall  be 
opened  with  prayer, 

Sec.  3.  The  Rides  of  Order  or  Parliamentary  Disci¬ 
pline  adopted  by  the  “General  Conference  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Episcopal  Church”  shall  govern  the  deliberations  of 
the  Board. 

Sec.  6.  At  all  meetings  the  following  shall  be  the 
order  of  business : 

].  Reading  the  Word  of  God. 

2.  Prayer. 

3.  Roll  Call. 

4.  Reading  Minutes  for  Information. 

5.  Reports  from  Faculty. 

6.  Reports  from  Standing  Committees— Executive, 

Finance. 

7.  Reports  from  Special  Committees. 

8.  Unfinished  Business. 

9.  Miscellaneous  Business — Motions,  Resolutions. 

10.  Reading  Minutes  for  Correction  and  Approval. 

11.  Adjournment. 

12.  Benediction. 
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Sec.  7 .  The  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at 
any  meeting  of  the  Board  by  an  affirmative  vote  ot  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present,  due  notice  of  such  amend¬ 
ments  having  been  given  at  a  previous  meeting. 


